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What is this guide about? 

Thank you for taking the time to read this guide. It will help you answer many of 

the questions you have about online English lessons. 

Questions such as: 

• Are online lessons better than classroom lessons? 

• Will I learn quicker with online lessons? 

• Can they help me speak better English? 

• Do you need to be good with computers? 

• Do you need a good internet connection? 

• What will we do in my lessons? 

• Can I have a free test lesson? 

• Are you sure I will enjoy your lessons? 

And many, many more. 

If after reading it you still have some questions please send me an e-mail and I will be happy to 

answer them. You can contact me by clicking this little envelope   

Please send this guide to your friends and colleagues. 

 

Who is Gary Skyner? 

 

I was born in Liverpool, England, and I have been an English teacher for more 

than 15 years.  

If you really, really need to speak better English, and you are a hard-working student, then I am 

the teacher for you. 

I will help you, not by giving you the answers, but by teaching you to see your mistakes, and to 

show you how to correct them yourself. I want to stop you needing a teacher. 

I started teaching English online in 2010 and immediately saw the huge benefits that it can bring 

to my students, and the pleasure I could get from creating interesting and helpful lessons for 

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/online-lessons/
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1


 

5 
 

them. I was creative before starting online English lessons. Now I have the whole internet to 

play with. 

 

Are online lessons better than classroom lessons? 

Yes, they are. Unfortunately some students still don’t believe this. 

They believe that it is better to learn with face-to-face lessons in a traditional classroom. I have 

written this guide to stop those doubts, and show you that online lessons are better than 

traditional classroom lessons. 

If you are over the age of thirty-five you will probably have experienced the traditional language 

classroom: a group of students, a teacher at the front, a blackboard, heavy and expensive 

textbooks, somebody arriving late, handing over large amounts of money, and the journey home 

late at night after class. This has been the way to try and learn a language since the beginning 

of time.  

Thankfully, with online lessons that experience is quickly disappearing. 

Online whiteboards, links to interesting websites, photos, videos, and social networks are just 

some of the many features of the modern online language lesson. No heavy and expensive 

textbooks, no large amounts of money and no arriving home late at night. 

doubts NOUN the feeling of not being certain about something 

 

Please show me some of the things we will be doing in 

my lessons 

In this book you will find some exercises from my online lessons.  

Because this isn’t an online lesson you won’t be able to do all of them. But it will show you some 

of the many, many different types of exercises we will do to help your speaking, pronunciation 

and listening. 

Here is the first exercise. 

 
 

This exercise is designed to increase your vocabulary. If you are an 

intermediate student it will take you about five minutes to do. 

         

https://garyskyner.com/numbers-as-words-or-digits/
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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1.1. Watch this video. While you are watching try to imagine how the woman is feeling as she is 

trying to get out of the river. 

Peruvian woman escapes with her life from raging mudslide 

 

1.2. Write down five simple adjectives to describe her feelings. Scared, afraid, etc. 

1.3. Now open this thesaurus dictionary and add the first of your five words, and click search. 

Make a note of one of the words from the search that is new for you. 

1.4. Do the same with all five adjectives. 

1.5. You should now have five new words. 

1.6. It is important that you don’t try to remember more than five new words. 

If you would like to know more vocabulary connected with Fear watch this vocabulary video 

lesson. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2_oqFQ5SrE
http://www.thesaurus.com/
https://garyskyner.com/video-lessons/vocabulary-lesson-fear/
https://garyskyner.com/video-lessons/vocabulary-lesson-fear/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S2_oqFQ5SrE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jXTq_pv9oTg
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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Can you please show me the difference between online 

lessons and traditional classroom lessons? 

Yes, of course. I have prepared this simple chart to help you. 

  

If you want to start English lessons today you can contact me by clicking this little envelope  

 

 

 

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/online-lessons/
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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Are online lessons cheaper? 

Yes, they are. My lessons cost 20 Euros for 60 minutes. 

In big cities, such as Berlin, Moscow or Seoul a 60-minute 1-1 lesson in a traditional classroom 

with a native speaker teacher will cost between 35 and 45 Euros. With a non-native teacher, it 

will cost between 18 and 28 Euros. The cost will be less in smaller towns but finding native 

speakers in small towns is a big, big problem.  

Of course, you could join a group and the lessons will cost less, but you have probably tried that 

and found that it isn’t a good idea. Remember? Speaking in English for 10 minutes, fighting with 

five other students to get your questions answered. No thanks! 

All my lessons are 1-1. Only you and me for 60 minutes, and I will answer all your questions. 

And of course, no expensive textbooks to buy.  

 

Will I learn quicker with online lessons? 

Yes. Some clever scientists have done some research and found that learning 

with online lessons is faster than learning with traditional classroom lessons.  

Why? 

It is all a bit technical, but I will try to explain.  

Firstly, online lessons need more concentration than traditional classroom lessons. 

Because of this a 60-minute online lesson can feel like a 90-minute traditional classroom lesson. 

So, the best lesson length for online lessons is 60 minutes. Those clever scientists also proved 

that studying for a short time, but often, is the best way to learn.  

To see this work, try this simple experiment.  

On Monday write seven new words on a piece of paper and try to learn them by Sunday. This 

would be the same as the 90-minute lesson. The next Monday write one new word on a piece of 

paper and try to learn it by the end of the day. Easier, isn’t it? Then another word on Tuesday. 

Done. Easy. Etc. This would represent the 60-minute lesson.  

Shorter lessons and more concentration mean that you remember more. As a result, an online 

course is about 30% shorter. Quicker learning and less cost. 

Secondly, David Pritchard of MIT in the USA, another clever person, looked at the results of 

students taking online courses and those on traditional classroom courses from 1996 to 2008. 

He found that . . . 

‘On average, students in online learning conditions performed better than those 

receiving face-to-face instruction in a traditional classroom.’ 

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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Similar studies done before and since show the same results. 

clever ADJECTIVE good at learning or doing something 

technical ADJECTIVE needing specific skills to understand something 

concentration NOUN the ability to think about what you are doing and nothing else 

 
 

This exercise will increase your confidence in using real-life material.  

The more you use real-life material the more confident you will feel about using your English. If 

you are an intermediate student it will take you about five minutes to do. 

2.1. On a scale of 0-32, how stressed are you? Very relaxed is 0 and very stressed is 32. 

2.2. Now, open this Stress test. 

 

You don’t have to understand every word you see, just the general idea. If you would like to 

check some of the words this dictionary will help you. Remember, don’t check more than five. 

2.3. Answer each question in the test carefully. 

2.4. Look at your score - were you correct?  

2.5. What is your level of stress: low, medium or high?  

 

Can you help me speak better English? 

Yes, I can. Speaking is all about confidence, and the best way to be confident 

is to do something again and again and again. 

              

 

http://www.bbc.com/news/health-24756311
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/
http://www.bbc.com/news/health-24756311
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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We now know that short, but often, lessons with a teacher will give you the best results. This is 

even more important if you want to improve your speaking and listening.  

Think back to the first time you said something in English to someone you didn’t know. Before 

you spoke to them you were probably very nervous. Maybe you stood for a while before 

opening your mouth, but finally the words came out – you did it! Afterwards you felt great. The 

second time was easier, and the third time even easier. 

If you have big gaps between speaking you will lose the confidence that you can do it. After 

each gap, it will be like doing it for the first time. So, to stop those gaps have short, but often, 

lessons. Even advanced students need an hour a week to keep their confidence and fluency. 

confidence NOUN you know that you can do something well 

gaps NOUN the time when you stop doing something 

 

I don’t have time for lessons. I am a very busy person 

You will save time with online lessons because there is no travelling to the 

classroom and home again. 

Think about what you had to do to get to your traditional classroom lessons. Get up early, fight 

bad weather, arrange a baby-sitter, traffic jams, arrive home late, etc.  

With online English lessons the only travelling you need to do is from your sofa, to the kitchen, 

to the kettle to make a coffee, and back to the sofa to start your lesson. After the lesson, back to 

the kitchen. This time to the fridge to take a well-earned beer or glass of wine, or an orange 

juice if you so wish. 

well-earned ADJECTIVE something you should have because you have worked very hard 

 

I don’t know where I will be next week 

No problem. You can have lessons with me anywhere in the world with an 

internet connection. 

You can have lessons at home, at work, from your client’s office, your hotel if you are on a 

business trip, even your hotel while you are on holiday should you wish – some people do! 

You can even have lessons when you are not able to walk. 

I had one student with a broken leg and couldn’t move, but with online lessons it wasn’t a 

problem. She turned her computer on and we had the lesson. She didn’t need to cancel the 

lesson and her progress didn’t stop.  

I even had one lesson with a student in his car. His car had broken down on his way home so 

we had the lesson from his car parked at the side of the road. He didn’t miss his lesson and 

didn’t lose his money. 

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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Can anyone have online lessons? 

Online lessons are not for everyone.  

To help you decide if they are for you, I have prepared a list of people who shouldn’t have them. 

1. Children under the age of 13 years. 

2.  People who don’t want to learn a language. 

3. People who are dead. 

If you are in the above list, then my lessons are probably not for you. 

 
 

This exercise is designed to help you with giving advice. If you are an 

intermediate student it will take you about eight minutes to do. 

3.1. First, study the following notes: 

We use ‘must’ for giving strong advice. 

You must stand here. 

You must always arrive as quickly as possible. 

 

We use ‘should’ or (be) ‘supposed to’ to give less strong advice. 

You should wear sunglasses. 

You shouldn’t do that. 

They are supposed to be seated. 

You’re not supposed to talk in a library. 

 

3.2. Now watch this video. While watching, make a note of some of the things that the shoppers 

do to make shopping easier. 

 

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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Stress free shopping video 

 

3.3. Now write two sentences giving advice to someone about making shopping easier. Write 

one sentence using must, and one sentence using supposed to. 

For more help about giving advice go to this lesson which will explain the difference between 

have to and must. 

 

 

Do you need to be good with computers? 

No. The only thing you need to download is Skype. This is free and easy to get.  

Visit www.skype.com The instructions will be in your language. Done. Easy. 

The online whiteboard is also free, and even easier then Skype to get.  

instructions PLURAL NOUN information about how to do, make, or use something 

 

 

 

              

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eEO4FMbgJSQ&feature=related
https://garyskyner.com/have-to-or-must/
http://www.skype.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eEO4FMbgJSQ&feature=related
https://garyskyner.com/lesson-26-do-you-know-when-you-have-to-use-must/
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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What is an online whiteboard? 

Don’t worry, it is very simple, free, and nothing to download. I will give you the 

instructions later in this guide. 

Briefly, in a traditional classroom the teacher puts something on the blackboard, and you see it. 

In an online lesson, I put something on the online whiteboard in my computer, and then you see 

it on your computer immediately.  

 

Do you need a good internet connection? 

A speed of 2 Mbps is usually enough to have online lessons.  

I do many, many lessons every week, and maybe one of those lessons has a break in the 

internet for a few seconds. You are more likely to lose lesson time because of traffic problems 

travelling to a traditional classroom.  

Follow these simple steps to check your internet speed. 

1. Open this link. 

2. Click GO! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

http://www.speedtest.net/
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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3. Wait. It will take about 20 seconds to check your internet connect speed. 

 

 

4. When you see AGAIN the check will have finished 

 

 

5. If PING is less than 50ms, if DOWNLOAD is more than 2Mbps and UPLOAD is more 

than 1Mbps then your internet connection should be good for online lessons. 

 

 

 

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1


 

15 
 

 
 

This is a vocabulary building and pronunciation exercise. If you are an 

intermediate student it will take you about six minutes to do. 

4.1. Watch this video 

Vocabulary lesson: Facial Hair 

 

4.2. Say the words you hear. 

4.3. Stop the video between each word and study the definition and example sentence with 

each word. 

4.4. Now open this link and do the exercise. 

4.5. If you are an intermediate student and got more than six correct, that is good. 

 

The internet distracts me at work. Will this happen in 

your lessons? 

No. When seated in front of a computer screen, absorbed in your 1-1 lesson 

with me, you will not be distracted. 

Think about when you go on Facebook and start chatting to your friends, or watching videos on 

YouTube - the distractions around you disappear and time goes quickly. You are totally 

absorbed in what you are doing. The same is with online English lessons.  

In a traditional classroom you can be distracted by what is outside the window, by what the 

other students are doing, by pictures on the wall, by how much the plant in the corner of the 

classroom has grown since last week. These distractions don’t exist with online lessons.  

              

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37b5EvMXvQA
https://garyskyner.com/video-lessons/vocabulary-lesson-facial-hair/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37b5EvMXvQA
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1


 

16 
 

absorbed ADJECTIVE very interested in something and not looking anything else 

distracted ADJECTIVE not able to concentrate 

 

I think coursebooks are boring 

I agree. I have never liked coursebooks.  

In the old days when I taught in a traditional classroom I never followed a coursebook from start 

to finish. I brought a lot of different real-life material into my lessons.  

My advice is to stay away from teachers who follow a coursebook from start to finish. I have 

even refused to work in some language schools because they wanted me to teach in such a 

way. No thanks! 

Coursebooks are:  

• Boring 

• Expensive 

• The language in them is unrealistic 

• The exercises are limited in imagination 

• They demotivate students 

• They demotivate good teachers 

• They are all the same 

Online lessons have given teachers a wonderful opportunity to create lessons that are 

entertaining, interesting, helpful and personalised for you. The days when everyone had to 

follow the same coursebook have finished. If you come to me and say that you need help with 

your pronunciation and you are interested in ghosts, then ghosts will help us improve your 

pronunciation. 

refused VERB to say that you will not do something 

opportunity NOUN the possibility to do something 

 
 

The aim of this exercise is to practise watching a presentation and look for 

important information.  

If you watch or listen to a lot of presentations in your job this exercise will help you. This 

dictionary will help you with any new words. 

If you are an upper-intermediate student it will take you 12 minutes to do. 

              

 

http://www.macmillandictionary.com/
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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5.1. Look at the following sentences and decide which decade is being talked about: the 1920's, 

1930's, 1940's, 1950's, 1960's, 1970's or the 1980's. The first one has been done as an 

example for you. 

1. Punk styles grew more popular. 1980's 

2. Straight hair was in fashion. 

3. Longer hair was usually waved or curled. 

4. Hair dye and bleach first made.  

5. Women started to look more feminine again.  

6. Famous ladies had glamorous hairstyles, with long, soft curls.  

7. Women ironed their hair with clothes irons. 

8. Hair was shorter, but well-styled.  

9. Women usually slept in rollers and visited the hairdresser a lot.  

10. Bouffant beehives, and short pixie cuts were in style. 

11. Vidal Sassoon introduced the five-point haircut. 

12. Hair was often just covered with rollers under a head scarf. 

13. By the end of the decade 70% of women were dying their hair. 

14. Usually big and backcombed or cut short and styled. 

15. Except for hippies, hair was usually styled pretty well. 

 

5.2. Now open the presentation. Watch it and check your answers.  

Hairstyles through the decades 20s to 80s 

 

5.3. And finally, check your answers. 

              

 

https://prezi.com/7xwr3fpd1dg8/hairstyles-through-the-decades-20s-to-80s/
https://prezi.com/7xwr3fpd1dg8/hairstyles-through-the-decades-20s-to-80s/
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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ANSWERS 

 

 

Are all online teachers fantastic? 

Unfortunately not. 

Just because a teacher is giving online lessons doesn’t mean that they are automatically 

fantastic. There are good and bad teachers online, just as there are good and bad teachers in 

traditional classrooms. With both online and traditional classrooms, the quality of the teacher 

and the material they are using is very important. A bad teacher will not suddenly become a 

good teacher because they change to giving online lessons.  

When online lessons are taught by an engaged, warm, friendly outgoing, knowledgeable, 

interesting and modest teacher, such as me for example, the student will be more interested, 

motivated, learn more and make quicker progress. 

engaged ADJECTIVE concentrated on doing something 

 

 

 

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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Do your students like you? 

I think, yes. 

Here are a few things they have said about me. 

 

 

 

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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Is it better to have a native or a non-native teacher? 

If you are an intermediate or higher level student then you need a native 

teacher. 

Non-native teachers are an important first step in learning a language. They can give you a 

wonderful start by explaining the rules in your own language. But once you reach intermediate 

level, B1 if you want to be cool and trendy, their job is done and you need to find a native 

speaker teacher. 

Learning with a native is different, and can be a little scary at the beginning.  

A native will help improve your pronunciation, understand word usage better, use more real-life 

material, correct mistakes not covered by a non-native and generally polish your language and 

take it to a higher level.  

But don’t leave it later than intermediate level or your progress will slow down. 

To find a native teacher to help you, click this link. 

 

What is your teaching method? 

I like things simple. 

People often ask me about my teaching method or my teaching philosophy.  

People also like lists, so here’s my teaching philosophy, in a list. 

1. I like things simple.  

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/online-lessons/
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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If you can say something using eight words don’t use nine. If something is understood with a 

simple explanation don’t complicate it by talking about the exceptions. Exceptions almost 

never happen, that is why they are called exceptions. 

2. Short lessons, and often. 

As I have already said 60 minutes for a lesson. One lesson a week if you are advanced, two 

lessons a week if you are not. 

3. I am very patient. 

4. If you don’t understand something I will repeat it. 

5. If you don’t understand something I will repeat it. 

6. Real-life material is the best and most interesting material, so I use it. Most coursebooks are 

boring, so I don’t use them. 

We will use different websites written in different styles. We will also use audio files, and 

photography and video. Using these different styles and formats will make our lessons more 

interesting and make you a better speaker and listener.  

7. I won’t give you the answers. I will give you the skills to find the answers yourself.  

I will teach you to see your mistakes and show you how to correct them yourselves. I want to 

stop you needing a teacher. 

8. I believe that a student should first be entertained before they can learn something. Some 

teachers know all the rules and have a long list of qualifications, but their lessons are so boring. 

This quote from Gail Godwin will tell you more about point 8. 

‘Good teaching is one-quarter preparation and three-quarters theatre.’ 

9. I don’t believe in luck, or magic, or astrology, or excuses.  

10. I believe that if I don’t get better at something then it is my fault. 

11. I won’t teach everything because you don’t need everything.  

I will help you with your speaking, listening and pronunciation, but I won’t teach you the 

phonemic alphabet or diphthongs because you don’t need them. We will expand your 

vocabulary, but I won’t ask you to memorise lists of collocations that you will never remember, 

and certainly never use. 

12. Vidal Sassoon said a very true thing.  

‘The only place success comes before hard work is in the dictionary.’ 

If you want your English to get better, you will have to work. There are no secret tricks or special 

methods. 

13. Everyone makes mistakes. I do. You do. My dog does. Laugh about them, try again.  

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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14. I am not superstitious, but just to be sure I have added a point 14. 

exceptions NOUN something that does not follow a rule 

entertained VERB to do something in a way that people enjoy 

superstitious ADJECTIVE believing in magic or luck 

 

What will we study? 

My lessons are for students who are intermediate and higher, and who want to 

improve their speaking, listening and pronunciation. 

Being able to read a language and to understand all the grammar rules is fine. The real test is in 

the use of it, especially speaking. It doesn't matter how many words you can read on the menu, 

if you can’t speak to the waiter and order your food you will feel stupid. And stay hungry. 

Online English lessons are better for improving your speaking and listening skills than traditional 

classroom lessons.  

Why?  

If you have a traditional classroom lesson you can guess a lot of what the speaker is saying by 

looking at their body language. In an online lesson, you can’t do that. So, if you are the 

listener you have to use your ears and concentrate on the words. Similarly, if you are the 

speaker you must speak clearly so the listener can understand you.  

body language NOUN the movements or positions of your body that show other people what you are 

thinking or feeling 

 
 

This exercise will help your listening skills. If you are an intermediate student it 

will take you about three minutes to do. 

6.1. To do the exercise you don’t need to understand the meaning of the words. This exercise is 

all about listening. 

6.2. Read the following words:  

appetiser, accustomed, pick-me-up, entrée, insulting, funerals, pride, neat vodka, chopsticks, 

plates, custom, habit, utensils. 

 

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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6.3. Now watch this video. 

10 Unusual Food Etiquettes Around the World 

 

6.4. As you hear each word in the list put a number next to it. I.e. If the first word you hear is 

pride put the number 1 next to it. Pride 1. 

6.5. Now check your answers. 

ANSWERS 

 

 

Will we do any grammar? 

Not a lot. 

Students who come to me have a general understanding of the basics of grammar so we spend 

very little time on this. The grammar we do will only be correcting the most common, and 

biggest, mistakes.  

We will also work on increasing your vocabulary. This will be mainly be done through home 

reading tasks, specialised vocabulary videos and audio exercises. 

 

Will I have to buy a coursebook? 

No. You will not spend money on boring coursebooks.  

A traditional classroom is four walls, a door, and a window if you are lucky. The materials you 

study will be those in your coursebook and whatever the teacher brings into the classroom. This 

is limiting, very limiting. 

              

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2RnaViWuuE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2RnaViWuuE
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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Online lessons give us access to the whole of the internet. This means that we can find subjects 

which are interesting for you and design a course that is perfect for you. We are not limited by 

what is found in coursebooks.  

In addition, the choice available in the internet means that we can use a whole range of media 

to help improve your English. I can instantly send you audio files, show you photos or 

documents, and share links to websites and videos. All this provides you with lessons that are 

more interesting. This choice is not possible in traditional classroom lessons. 

limiting ADJECTIVE stopping you from having a choice 

 

Homework?  

Yes. 

Every Friday I will send you an e-mail. It will contain a review of the week’s lessons and a task 

to prepare for the next lesson. Most homework tasks take 15-20 minutes. 

 

Can I have a free test lesson? 

Yes.  

The free test lesson usually takes about 35 minutes. In it we will check your level of English, I 

will show you the online whiteboard, and we will see if everything works with your computer and 

internet connection. It will also give you the chance to say hello, and ask me any questions that 

you might have. 

Ask for your free test lesson here. 

 
 

This exercise will improve your speaking.  

7.1. Watch the following video and try to understand as many of the tweets as possible. You can 

pause the video if you need to. 

 

 

 

 

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/online-lessons/
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1


 

26 
 

The minute before we knew Mandela died 

 

7.2. Now answer these two questions: 

• What are the people in the video talking about?  

• Has social media changed the way we receive the news? 

7.3. This will then lead into a wider discussion on journalism. The following questions will be 

discussed: 

• What is journalism? 

• Would you be interested in being a journalist? 
 

• Is journalism a respected profession in your country? 
 

• What is the quality of journalism in your country? 
 

• What kind of people are good at journalism? 
 

• How important is journalism in today’s world? 
 

• Do you think the internet makes us all journalists? 
 

• Does journalism do good in the world? 
 

• What do you think of journalists who report in war zones? 
 

• Are most people only interested in bad news? 
 

• Is there too much news about people and personalities and not enough about politics 
and current affairs? 

 

• Are people are only interested in news which happens near them or which affects them 
directly? 

 

 

              

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/magazine-25261153
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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Do I need to do anything before the free test lesson? 

Yes. There are four simple things you will need to do before the free test lesson 

starts. 

1. Download Skype. It easy and free to get. Visit www.skype.com The instructions will be in your 

language. Done. Easy. 

2. Get a headset like this one. 

  

3. Find the link to your favourite online dictionary.  

4. A few minutes before the lesson you should open the online whiteboard.  

 

How do I open the online whiteboard? 

It is very easy. 

Follow these simple steps to open the online whiteboard. 

1. Go to your e-mail inbox and open the Realtime Board invitation that I have sent you. 

2. Click JOIN RIGHT NOW. 

 

              

 

http://www.skype.com/
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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3. Choose a username. Don’t change the e-mail address. Create your password. Click 

GET STARTED NOW. 

           

 

4. In the box What’s your role? click Student. In the box What’s your experience using 

visual tools?  click I’ve never used them before. Help me discover. Then click Continue. 
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5. Click Continue. 

 

 

 

6. Click Next. 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1
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7. Click Next. 

 

 

 

8. Click Next. 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
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9. Click Next. In the bottom left-hand corner you will see a number. It should say 100%. If 

it does not, click the number and then click the 100% button that opens. 

 

 

10. You are ready to start your free test lesson. 

 

Are you sure I will enjoy your lessons? 

Yes. If you enjoy online social media sites such as Facebook, YouTube and 

WhatsApp, then you will definitely enjoy online lessons. 

Also, if you are a shy person and find it difficult to speak to new people online lessons will be 

better for you. Why? 

Think about when you meet a new person online, it is easier to talk to them the first time. Now 

think about when you see a person for the first time in a bar or on the street, is it easy to talk to 

them the first time?  

 
 

This video exercise will help your listening and pronunciation skills. If you are an 

intermediate student it will take you about ten minutes to do. 

8.1. Firstly, study the following notes: 

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/about/
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https://www.linkedin.com/in/garyskyner1/?ppe=1


 

32 
 

Made from, Made of & Made by 

When you are talking about the materials that are used to make something, you say 

that it is made of or made from those materials.  

Use made from when the original materials have been completely changed and cannot 

be recognised: ‘Paper is made from wood.’  

Use made of when the original materials have not been completely changed and you 

can still see them: ‘A table made of wood.’  

Do not use made by when you are talking about the materials something is made from: 
‘A wallet made of leather.’ NOT ‘A wallet made by leather.’  
 
Made by is used to talk about the person or company that made something: 
‘All the furniture in this room was made by my grandfather.’ 

 

8.2. Think of five words connected with chocolate. If you need a few ideas to help you then 

watch this vocabulary video lesson on chocolate.  

 

8.3. Now think about how chocolate is made: the factory, the people, the ingredients, etc. 

8.4. Look at these questions: 

1. Where is the video made? 

2. What is the trademark of the city? 

3. What is the star of the show? 

4. How is the chocolate kept soft in the trucks’ tanks? 

5. How many chocolates and truffles are produced every day? 

6. What is in the sacks? 

7. What is the corn syrup combined with? 

8. What shape is the nut brittle cut into? 

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/video-lessons/vocabulary-lesson-chocolate/
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
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9. Why is the temperature of the chocolate important? 

10. What does he pipe in? 

11. What cools the chocolate? 

12. What affect does the chemical theobromine have on dogs? 

8.5. Now watch the video and find the answers: 

How It’s Made: Chocolate 

 

8.6. Check your answers here. 

ANSWERS 

 

 

8.7. Was it an easy or difficult video to understand? 

8.8. If you are an intermediate student and got eight or more correct, that is good. 

 

Is there anything else I should know? 

Here are a few details people often ask about. 

• I work Monday to Friday from 4am to 7pm London time. This world clock will help you. 

• You can pay via PayPal or bank-to-bank transfer 

              

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xkVlDRiB7j8
https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/custom.html?sort=1&low=c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xkVlDRiB7j8
https://garyskyner.com/about/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTjyfb1FSzU3bnbgJQqrMyA
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• If you don’t like the lessons then I will give you your money back for the unused 

lessons. 

If you have some more questions, have a look at this page in my website. Or send me an e-mail 

by clicking this little envelope  

 

Is that everything? 

Almost. Just a quick summary for you. 

The use of online lessons has grown rapidly in the last few years, and it is now accepted as the 

best way to learn a language.  

This is no surprise when you look at all the benefits:  

• quicker learning 

• they save time 

• convenient 

• cheaper 

• easy to use 

• more interesting 

It is easy to predict that the number of traditional classroom lessons and students wanting them 

will only get smaller. 

The benefits of online learning go beyond quicker learning and convenience. You may find that 

online lessons are better for the way you learn best.  

Ask me for a free test lesson by clicking this little envelope  

 

How can I contact you? 

I can be found in a few places in cyberspace. 

     

 

 

 

 

              

 

https://garyskyner.com/online-lessons/
https://garyskyner.com/online-lessons/
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A few good resources  

Below are a few websites which I think will help you.  

The Macmillan Dictionary 

Simple. Up-to-date. Modern usage. It is so good, that I use it. 

How-j-say 

A wonderfully simple pronunciation dictionary. Type your word into the box, click submit, listen, 

repeat. 

The Problem Site 

A large collection of word games to play with. Not designed for language students which makes 

them even more interesting. 

The Museum of Hoaxes 

An entertaining collection of hoax stories to read and enjoy. Again, real-life English so more 

interesting. 

Very Short Story Collection 

A collection of short stories for intermediate students. Each story will take 4-5 minutes to read. 

Short Stories 

Stories for higher level students. These will take you 5-10 minutes to read. 

Agenda Web 

A huge collection of vocabulary exercises for intermediate students. 

Vocab Sushi 

Yes, it has a stupid name, but it is a great test for your vocabulary knowledge and a place to 

learn new words. Advanced students only. 

More Resources 

More websites to help with your English. 
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